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Application 
Training Program for Scientists Conducting Research to Reduce HIV/STI Health Disparities
Center for AIDS Prevention Studies (CAPS)
University of California, San Francisco (UCSF)


Application Due: Tuesday, January 17, 2012


Application Instructions:

NOTE:	Before completing the application, applicants are strongly encouraged to talk with one of the CAPS faculty by phone or e-mail.  Please contact Mimi Wolff to make arrangements to speak with a CAPS faculty mentor. When you contact Mimi, please briefly describe your program of research and population (e.g., reducing HIV risk with incarcerated populations; intervention research with adolescents; adult Latino MSM, etc.) and primary research methods (e.g., primarily qualitative, primarily quantitative, or mixed methods.)

· Please complete this form in a word processor, save, and send to the program office by the due date. 
· Please complete the application in its entirety. Incomplete applications will not be reviewed. 
· All additional attachments must be in MS Word or Adobe PDF format. 
· Formatting: Margins should be at normal settings, with 1” at the top, bottom, left, and right sides of the page; the font size should be 10-12 pt. Times New Roman.


Criteria required for the selection of scientists for this program:

Administrative Criteria 

To be eligible for the program, the applicant must: 
1. Be a US citizen or permanent resident.
2. Be affiliated with an institution which is eligible to receive federal money. 
3. Be eligible to be a Principal Investigator at their home institution. 
4. Not have received NIH funding as the Principal Investigator of a funded R01 grant. 
5. Not have delinquent student loans.

By submitting this application, you certify that you meet the administrative criteria.  


Program Criteria

Required: To be selected for the program, the applicant must demonstrate: 
6. A commitment to social and behavioral HIV research.
7. Experience conducting research and publishing scientific manuscripts.

Preferred: Applicants should also demonstrate the following qualifications: 
8. Experience conducting research in one or more of the following areas: HIV, substance use, mental health, structural factors affecting health. 
9. Experience conducting research in communities and with community based organizations targeting populations with high levels of health disparities (e.g., racial and ethnic minority communities, communities with a high proportion of disadvantaged or disabled persons).
10. History of obtaining funding for HIV research (e.g., small or exploratory grants, including state, local, and university grants). 



Requirements of the Program:

By submitting this application, you certify that you agree to the Program Requirements. 



1.  Program Participation
Our program consists of mentoring and the mutual support of participating scientists. To ensure a cohesive group and maximize our ability to work with you during the limited time of the summer program, we require that program participants attend the summer program for its entire six-week period each summer without absences. 


2.  Program Evaluation
Applicants must commit to complete the yearly evaluation form and return it to the program coordinator. 


3.  Progress Reporting
NIH, the sponsor of our program, requires us to provide annual progress reports that include up-to-date lists of our program participants’ publications and funded research grants. Therefore, once per year we ask current and past participants in the program to send us an updated CV that includes an up-to-date list of publications and grants awards. 


4.  NIH Funding Acknowledgement
Applicants must commit to crediting the VP grant in publications resulting from the utilization of resources of the VP program by including the NIH Funding acknowledgment and complying with the NIH Public Access Policy. 


5.  Research Time 
Applicants must commit to spending 25% of their time annually on research. 




Personal Information
	
	Please complete

	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Middle Initial
	

	Degrees obtained
	

	Have you ever applied to this program before? (If so, when?)
	



Contact Information
	
	Please complete

	Street Address
	

	City & State
	

	Zip Code
	

	Home Phone
	

	Mobile Phone
	

	Preferred Email Address
	



Home Institution
	
	Please complete

	Current Position Title
	

	Department
	

	University/Institution
	

	Street Address
	

	City & State
	

	Zip Code
	

	Office Phone
	

	Office Fax
	


Indicate Preferred Mailing Address:      ____Home         ___Office

Gender: 
_________ Please specify	
or
____ Decline to Answer


Ethnicity:
NIH, the sponsor of our program, requires us to report summary statistics on the ethnic composition of program cohorts. We therefore request that you write your ethnicity on the line below. Ethnicity information is reported to NIH only in summary form. If, however, you do not wish to provide it, there is no penalty for not supplying this information.  
 
__________Please specify 
or	
____ Decline to Answer


Disadvantaged Background:
NIH also requires us to ask for demographic information regarding "disadvantaged background" defined as "individuals who come from a family with an annual income below established low-income thresholds and/or who come from a social, cultural, or educational environment such as that found in certain rural or inner-city environments that have demonstrably and recently directly inhibited the individual from obtaining the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to develop and participate in a research career."  Do you consider yourself to come from a disadvantaged background?
Place an X on one line: 
_____Yes	
_____No	     
_____Decline to Answer    


Disability Status: 
NIH also requires us to ask for demographic information regarding "disability status” defined as “having a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities.” Do you consider yourself to have one or more disabilities that match the NIH definition?	
Place an X on one line: 
_____Yes	
_____No	     
_____Decline to Answer    

How did you hear about the program? _______________________________


Please list past research mentoring programs in which you have participated:





Please list any research mentoring programs in which you are currently participating:





Required Application Materials: 
1.  Curriculum Vitae
2.  Statement of Research Program
3.  Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods Experience
4.  Support Letter and Recommendation Letters

1. Curriculum Vitae (MS Word or Adobe PDF format):

Please attach a current CV when you e-mail your application to the Program. The CV should include the following information: 
0. Graduate or professional schools attended, including institution name, location, years attended, major discipline(s) studied and degree received
0. Postgraduate training, including institution name, location, years attended, major discipline(s) studied and degree received
0. Honors and awards, including scholarships
0. Publications
0. Conference presentations
0. List of grant proposals, which include title, PI name, start date, end date, funding agency, direct cost of award, and role on the grant (see examples below)

1. R21 DA12345 (PI: Jane Smith, Ph.D.)     
9/01/09-8/31/14
NIH/NIDA 
STI/ HIV and Substance Use Prevention in Latino communities  
$250,000 direct/yrs 1-2
Role: Co-Investigator

2. Innovative Grant Award (PI: John Doe, Ph.D.)
6/1/09 – 5/31/10
UCSF Intramural Award
Understanding adolescent risk behavior in the context of neighborhood
$25,000 direct/yr 1
Role: Principal Investigator

3. M.A.C. Fund (PI: Jane Doe, Ph.D.)
8/1/08 – 7/31/09
Research Grant
Emotional regulation and the impact on risk behaviors
$75,000 direct/yr
Role: Principal Investigator
 
0. Previous employment, including job title, years worked in the position and type of work performed


2. Statement of Research Program:

4-page statement of research interests must include: 
· Title 
· Program of research that you hope to be doing for the next 5 years, which should include the following (2 pages):
· Overall goal of your program of research (1 paragraph)
· Significance of the research (1-2 paragraphs), including its theoretical foundations
· Your previous work relevant to this area (2-4 paragraphs)
· How do you see participating in the Training Program for Scientists Conducting Research to Reduce HIV/STI Health Disparities fitting into your research program and attainment of long-term goals (1 page)?
· Please describe a significant, innovative, and rigorous preliminary study that you would conduct with the small grant of up to $25,000; be sure to include your research questions and the theoretical foundation you are considering for those questions and the proposed study (1 page).

(Start on next Page) 


Statement of Research Program. Not to exceed 4 pages. 

Please use Times Roman 12 point with 1-inch margins. 

3. Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods Experience:
1. Please describe your previous training with quantitative research methods, software and analysis. Please also describe any additional skills that you would like to develop in this area (1 page limit).
2. Please describe your previous training with qualitative research methods, software and analysis. Please also describe any additional skills that you would like to develop in this area (1 page limit).

(Start on next page)

Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods Experience. Not to exceed 2 pages.

Please use Times Roman 12 point with 1-inch margins. 

4. Support Letter and Recommendation Letters:

Support letter from departmental chair due by Tuesday, January 17, 2012.
· Letter from the departmental chair of the committing institution stating that if the applicant is accepted into this program: (a) he/she will be released for six weeks each summer for three consecutive summers to attend the summer program at UCSF and (b) he/she will have 25% release time during the academic years in between the summer program sessions (i.e., September through May) to complete their UCSF pilot study and draft a grant proposal. Please have the departmental chair send the letter of support to the program manager, Mimi Wolff via mail or email:

Mimi Wolff 
Center for AIDS Prevention Studies
University of California, San Francisco
50 Beale St., Suite 1300
San Francisco, CA  94105
Email: mimi.wolff@ucsf.edu 

Three recommendation letters on your behalf due by Tuesday, January 17, 2012.

· Please have the recommenders send letters of recommendation to the program coordinator, Mimi Wolff via mail or email: 

Mimi Wolff 
Center for AIDS Prevention Studies
University of California, San Francisco
50 Beale St., Suite 1300
San Francisco, CA  94105
Email: mimi.wolff@ucsf.edu 

For any questions, concerns, or issues submitting this form, please contact:

Mimi Wolff
Program Manager
Tel: (415) 597-8144
Email:  mimi.wolff@ucsf.edu 



